
Blue Ridge Fiber Guild Meeting Minutes  

January 15,2022 10:30am via Zoom 

 

Participating: Beth Reavis, Vicki Skywark, Susan Sharpe, Rhonda Gladden, Susan Payne, 

Mona Alderson, Janeene Ross, Jean-Marie Reddan Martinac, Hope Estepan, Jane Campbell, 

Betty Womack, Angelina Ronke Harrison, Nancy Mahala, Margie Cassan, Pam (Kicklighter?) 

Hannah Finkelstein, Rita Collie, Sali Gill-Johnson, Mary Valante 

 

Topics:   

•Revision and Approval of Bylaws,  

•Membership- Annual Dues and Committees 

•Approval of Slate/Election of New Officers 

•Treasurer’s Report 

•Other Business 

 

Outgoing co-president Susan Sharpe welcomed all members, and discussion followed to 

approve revisions to bylaws. (Emailed to entire guild list in mid-December 2021) Quorum 

confirmed with majority of members present, motion to approve new bylaws was passed by 

acclamation.  * Adopted bylaws attached 

 

Treasurer’s Report:  

$  960.45  Beginning Balance 

$  570.00 Deposits 

$  410.95  Dispersements (Go-Daddy website, Zoom, misc) 

$ 1,119.50 Year-end balance  

 

Proposed slate of new officers for 2022, with two-year terms 

Beth Reavis, co-president  

Vicki Skywark, co-president 

Janeene Ross, treasurer (continuing) 

Rhonda Gladden, communication officer (continuing)  

Sali Gill-Johnson, secretary 

 

The proposed slate with no other nominations, passed by acclamation. Beth Reavis and other 

members thanked outgoing officers Susan Sharpe, and Rita Collie, with appreciation to 

Janeene and Rhonda for continuing their roles.   

Susan Sharpe will continue to teach at the Cove Creek Community Center and be involved with 

the exhibits and outreach activities of the guild. Beth Reavis will be added to bank authorized 

signatures, in addition to Jeneene Ross. 

 

Annual membership is $15 for regular members and $10 for students, due January 1 annually, 

with a two-month grace period to pay. There are currently 29 paid members. Payment (cash, or 

preferred check) to be payable to Blue Ridge Fiber Guild, ℅ Janeene Ross, 1109 Hwy 194 S. 

Vilas, NC 28692.   *Please include email address with payment in order to update contact list 



 

Beginning in 2022 guild activities will include the following four committees: 

● Communications 

● Membership/Hospitality 

● Programs/Workshops 

● Exhibits/Shows   

*All members are asked to sign up for one or more committees. This request can be sent with 

annual membership dues to Janeene, or directly to Beth Reavis or Vicki Skywark. 

  

 

Other Business: 

 

Meeting Date/Time/Location- 

Meeting are currently held on the 3rd Saturday of each month at 10:30am  via zoom or in-

person. Current meeting time, date or location of the Cove Creek Community Center (aka West 

Watauga) may be inconvenient for various reasons. Vicki Skywark and Hannah Finkelstein will 

send out survey to email list for input.    

Beth Reavis said she had talked to Amber Bateman with the Watauga County Arts 

Council/ArtsSpace and that is a possible monthly location, and Susan Sharpe will also reserve 

Cove Creek Center as alternate/workshop location.  

 

Membership and email lists 

Given the number of people who are on the email list, but not participating as active/paid 

members, there has been consideration and discussion about possibly separating into separate 

lists for members, and “friends” of the BRFG. Janeene and Rhonda will work with executive 

committee to give this further consideration. Active members are asked to consent to having 

their names published on the website. 

 

 

Upcoming Events/Activities- 

 

“Community Hearts” act of kindness, based on IFAQH.com (I Found a Quilted Heart)  

Members are encouraged to make a heart (or multiple hearts) with any fiber medium and leave 

in a public place to be found. An attached label can say “Please take me home, I was made just 

for you, Blue Ridge Fiber Guild, Boone, NC” This will be the topic of our next meeting on Feb 19 

and members can share where they placed their hearts.  

 

Handweavers Guild of America opportunity 

 The guild members voted to join HGA as a guild for $ 52 a year, Information and events relative 

to the guild will be shared by Beth.  One motivation to join is they are offering a free on-line 

retreat for up to four members on January 29, 11am-7PM.  Please let Beth know if you are 

interested in participating. 

 



Also noted-Susan Sharpe and Mona Alderson recently installed a joint show at the Watauga 

Medical Selby Jones Cancer Center for patients and staff  

 

January 28-29 Quilting and Needle Arts Extravanganza, Civic Center, Statesville,NC  

 

The Children’s Playhouse would love to have hands-on fiber activities for children (aged 4 and 

up) Contact Ellen Lewis at program director@goplayhouse.org for more information.  Beth 

Reavis recently volunteered to teach the children some basic stitching and said it was a great 

experience. Susan Sharpe also has lesson plans and other resources for art activities for pre-K 

students.  

 

“Boone 150” Celebration-  

 The town of Boone is celebrating 150 years of incorporation and many events held by the 

Chamber of Commerce, Cultural Arts will focus on this celebratory anniversary. This may offer 

opportunities for the guild and membership to exhibit or showcase talents.  

 

Other Upcoming Events (more information to come)  

● “Slash Your Stash” improv workshop led by Susan Payne, currently planned for the 

May 2022 meeting  

● Field trip to Elkin Weaving Center, date tbd  

● Edgewood Cottage, Blowing Rock, date pending 

● NC Visitors Center, N.Wilkesboro, also pending 

● Hickory Ridge grant/fiber exhibit- May/June  

● Jones House Guild exhibit, to be confirmed for June 

● “Textiles and Tea” on-line artist talks sponsored by Handweavers Guild of America  

● Arts Council/King St. Gallery has been given a four-harness loom and Susan Sharpe 

( and others ?) are volunteering to demonstrate  

● Knitting Boot Camp-summer workshop possibility led by Vicki Skywark  

● Mayland Community College has free on-line classes for small businesses 

www.ncsbc.org 

● Christmas in July idea for guild potluck/get together for all, including returning 

summer members  

 

The next meeting of the Blue Ridge Fiber Guild will be Saturday, February 19 at 10:30 via 

Zoom. Rhonda Gladden will send zoom invitation to email list.  There were no minutes from 

December to approve, so with no other business, meeting was adjourned. Meeting notes 

submitted by Sali Gill-Johnson. 1/16/2022 
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